
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, January 24, 2016, AM 
Message: “John the Baptist, the man and His Ministry”—John 1:6-8 
 
INTORDUCTION: Jesus said of John the Baptist that there was no greater man than John  (Luke 
7:28)  The context reminds us that John was a man and that he was sent by God.  He had a 
special mission.  He was the voice crying in the wilderness (v. 23; Isa. 40:3-5).  John’s mission 
was twofold:  to call men to repentance and to point them to Christ (Matt. 3:3 & John 1:29). 
 

I. John, the man.—John 1:6 

A.  His birth was miraculous. 

1. His parents—Zacharias & Elisabeth.—Lu. 1:5 

2. His name—John.—Lu. 1:13, 60-63. (Jehovah favored) 

B. His early life spent in the desert.—Luke 1:80. 

(The description of his appearance.—Matt. 3:4) 

C. His demeanor:  

1.  He was humble.—John 1:20,  

a. He did not seek self glory.—John 3:25ff 

b. He exalted the Lord.—John 3:30; John 1:6-8. 

2.  He was fearless in his witness.— 

a. He confronted the Pharisees.—Matt. 3  
b. He confronted King Herod.—Mark 6:16ff 

3. He had times of doubt and discouragement. —Matt. 11.:1-3  
D. His death. 

1.  His ministry was short.  (He was 30 and ½ years old when he baptized the 
Lord.—Luke 3:23 compared with 1:36) 
a. He was killed shortly there after.—Mark 6:30 
b.  He was beheaded because of his witness for the Lord.—Mark 6:27 

 
II  .John, his mission.—v. 7 

A.  He call men to repentance.—Matt. 3:3, John 1:23. 

1. Repentance is a changing of direction.  (It means “to think differently”.) 
2. Repentance is preceded by conviction of sin.—Matt. 3:6 
3. The example of Elihu trying to get Job to confess to sinning explains 

confession and repentance.—Job. 33:27-28. 
4. Repentance is confessing and forsaking sin.—Prov. 28:13 

B. He pointed men to Christ.—John 1:7, 9, 29. 

1. Following the message of repentance he pointed them to Jesus as the 
Lamb of God.—John 1:29 & 36. 

2. The Jews knew the meaning of the phrase, “The Lamb of God”. 
 
ONCLUSION:  John’s message was to repent from sin and turn to Jesus, the Lamb of God.  His 
message began with “Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand” and ended with “Behold the 
Lamb of God”.   


